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To illuminate the multifaceted dimensions of gender, Spade

E ale Val‘nt e (2011) used a “metaphorical kaleidoscope™
to examine “complex patterns of identity and
relationships for people across groups
and situations™ (pp. 3, §5). What the
authors found was that gender is
often defined by what it is not,
for example, “it is not sex,”
nor is it “an essential identity
pade &Valentine, 2011,p. 6).
@nder, therefore, stands
apart from biological
terminism and its rigid and
Bssentializing classification
processes. These processes
pften center on binary
opposition and the
fonceptualizatiog gender
8 no exceptlo ampl
cal (13 .
cong
ter,
nt

ernaers; 17e 4 v ans :
masculine (Bem. 1993; Lucal,
2008; Wharton, 2005, as cited
vin Spade & Valentine, 2011,
. p:3). From a sociological
__perspective, scholars view
gender as a social construct
that “derives [its]
significance through human
interaction™ (Williams, 2006,
p. 67; see also Lucal, 1999).
In this view gender is seen as
multidimensional and fluid as
L e well as “negotiable and

: dynamic”

(Spade & Valentine, 2011, p. §6).
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on the way

to becoming

an adult |
(Collins, 1993, p. 73).

Personal Relations

— \ i ‘ What Does Gender Mean to You?
» l ' 4 Things You Should Know

Genderisn’twho you are. It’s something you do
‘. {(West & Zimmerman, 1987).

= ‘ ‘ | ﬂ o ) i s “As individuals, we are complex combinations of
f . 'J‘,i':"""f""m e Multiple social identities”
| '. V-"’ ¥ (Spade & Valentine, 2011, p. 56).
I I b “‘Kn
> 1 Genderis fluid. “Itis complex, multifaceted, and

f f~ ») ever-changing depending upon the
Y social context, whom we are with, and where we

Church
are ({(Spade & Valentine, 2011, p. 159).

The process of gender socialization, from a
parental standpoint, may actively begin as early
as pregnancy, while from a child’s standpoint
may begin “ by the time they are conscious of
the social relevance of gender, typically before
age two” (Kane, 2006, p. 177)
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If | with over to her/him

and kissed her/him gently,

oh so very gently,

They would slap the cowboy shit
right out of me.

| know, they’'re one of those types.

Jay Robinson
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