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There is no doubt that worh'en_ all across the globe.ha\_/e' '
been demeaned and belittled to sexual beings through' .
objectlﬂcatlon and sexuallzatlon espeually in the media.
: This is a sad reality. that occurs across all cultures of
people. That being said, with the emphasis of this piece

E being on the. hypersekualization of BIaf:k worhen in

particular; th|s is no way contrlbutlng to the erasure of -~

experiences shared by many jf not all women of all races

r_egardlng the oppression they faCe._ This is not an eplsode. _
- of "Who Is More Oppressed?” but rather an opportunity to

educate and shift the focus to a reality that is overlooked

- ~and experienced by Black women. It is to gNe a voice to _
those who may not have the courage to speak up. It is to -

draw attentlon to the exceSSJve sexualization,
ma.nrpulat.lon and dehuman!zatlon.that Black women have
endured for-decades threugh the media. ‘

Authors Notes .
Annalycia D.
Motthews

As you are reading, do try your best to take on arole of. .-
empathy when hearing about Black women’s experience’s '
on the subJect matter. Iti is. never easy to talk about our

_oppression, but for the sake of putting an'end to |t we
" must tackle it head on: | have taken the chance. to sit

dowh with worhen'in the'mu.sic, film, ahd'v'vriting'ind_ustry
along with neighboring fields of work and reached out to -
a few Black women who were able_to speak on the )
hlnderrng toplc and act of ob}ectlfylng and the

hypersexualization of Black women and ‘their bodres As

"+~ Staggers stated, ”Look we are not just Black women, we

are human; we are. hot your Mammy, your servants or
the walking mat you wipe your feet on” (1). These are
their stories. o '



~ In the media, Black wornen often play roles such as the "hoe,” the "stripper,”
' the baby mama, and the je'zebel stereotype, Which ”reoresents the African—
Arnerlcan woman as a prom|SCUOus man eater” (Versluys 2013) If you were
to come up with similarities between all of these roles, the underlylng
common factor that can be found is the proponent of sex. Black wamen in
the media are'portrayed as sexual‘objectS'and this is not on acc'ident'. -
Hollywood works hard at perpetuating dehurha_nizing ster_eo‘types of peobie_
- of color, and Black women often take the target hit for this. In this era, we

- know that the media is-a powerful outlet to the world, not just the nation,
and has a significant impact en molding the general public to think a certain”

way. In the media, we see black women are.cften shown as "sexually willing
characters often inviting of sexual dbjectification. [These] transcend the
confines ‘of ‘the media, and penetrate' and manifest themselves in eVeryday
socrety” (Ntinu*1). There doesn't seem to be much attention being paid to it.
] am aware of the lack of attentlon being brought to Black women'’s v0|ces

" but | have had it with the‘media trying to silence Us and thinking they can
" get away with such aharmful form of oppression-for any longer.

Now, l-want te introduce some women | spoke with that may have different
professions or may be stay at home moms, no matter their occupation, they
are reaI people that have expenenced first hand or have seen the act of
hypersexuallzmg Black women’s bodies. This' past week, | took it upon

. myself to make the trlp to. Massachusetts for a V|5|t wtth some of my
girlfriends and have lunch. | was in direct conversation with one of my

' tlosest friends and_when asked what she thought'about't_he objectification_ - '

of'us.BIack Womeh in the media; (because t.he‘se are casual conversatiohs,‘
believe it or not) her response was,"Certain bodies are just not-as protected
as others, and thats a historical thing dating back to slavery. Right now, the
people that have come to the forefront of the “Me Too” movement have
been cis white women in Hollywood. It kind of‘ignores the fact that the

" people who are assaulted and harassed the most ‘are women of color, and

. we have no recourse. Eve'n Tarana Burke, who started the movement, she

did end up one of the people of the year for Time magazme but they didnt
even put her on the cover. They put other white women on there (Moreno
and Pr0|s 1)

- Zah|ra Kelly Cabrera 34, Massachusetts Artist
| 'Black women have always been these vixens, these animalistic eratic -

women. Why can't WeJust be the sexy Amerrcan grrl next door?" - T_\/ra
- Banks on berng a sex symbol

Later on in the week, :I h_'ad the sudden desire to speak with one

E .of my dear friends .Amanda Seales, who is by far the most

talented woman | know as she. Juggles be|ng a comedlan creative
artlst srnger "and actress along Wlth other things. She is usuaIIy
quite busy,, but she always seems to make the time for me, SO £
reached out'to, her via phone ca,II‘and had,inquired about how'
t_hings were going_with her. She had told me over the p_ho‘ne

- "about an experience-she had dealing with a man named Russell
"~ Simmons while visiting his office to see if she could-use it to film
‘'a scene for one of- her projects. Her experience goes as follows,

"You know I've known Russell since | was 19..we've all beén in
this busmess forever. So, | went t6 [th offlce] and we were °
talklng about [my show] Insecure .and he was saying big ups to ’
me.and just saymg how he reaIIy liked me-an the show, and

,[suddenly] he was* ILke 'Oh, and Amanda, have: we ever t*cked"
- and | was like, this is why | left hip-hop. This is why 'left hip-
"+ hop.” (00:18:50-00;19:32}. | couldn’t believe my-ears-when |

heard about such a precious woman experiencing this degrading
harassment inher place of work.It didn’t'matter what she had
on during-her meeting, it didn't matter that the topic of .
dlscussmn was business and just that, for some reason Amanda
found herself beLng sexualized and dlsrespected by a marni who

. ‘was supposed to be about busmess but |nstead thought it would

be a good idea to ask if they have had sex or not? How

' “disgustingly mapproprlate is, that? Who ever thought that would

be an ok thlng to do?

With this heavy on mind, | needed te'let off some steam. So, | - -
called'my friend Tyra Banks, to meet for eoffee on the weekend.

During our meeting, | asked -Tyra how she’s dealt with the
- objectification of Black women'’s bodies and being depicted as
". sex symbols, especially in. the model industry. Tyra responded by

saylng that, "Black women have always been these vrxens these
animalistic erotic women, why can't we JUSt be the sexy
American g|r| next door?” (Transglot 2006) I wholeheartedly
agreed with her response and wondered the same thing.




Be”c H0d|d IS Nexf-l_evel Edgy In Yes, Rihanna Is Basically Naked In Her New Song,
Glamour Germany

But Here's What She IS Wearing

As a black woman, I find it so
hard to be in control of my
sexuality. White people have

this conception of black women

as hypersexualized and black men

expect us to be celibate, wait
for them and raise their babies.
I hate the fact that no matter
what I do, I'll fall into a
SiEeHa @ EHe

Just another example of the Hypersexualization
the Black Female body is faced with.

These two women are wearing the exact same . BLACKWOMENCONFESSIONS. TUMBLR.COM
outfit, but somehow Rihanna is “basically
naked"” while Bella Hadid is “Next Level Edgy".

Women will wear what we want when we want.
Your opinion is not needed, nor wanted.

Here we see the media taklng part of making Rihanna, ‘a Black This exce'rpt is.from an anonymous' usef who submitted
_woman out ‘to be hyper- sexuahzed in her dress for- one of her - this to a Tumblr blog dedicated to ‘Black women and their - ’
music videos, while BeJla Hadid is able to.wear the same exact . ‘confessions pertaining to anythlng going on in their
outfit out in the'streets and no one is talk'ing about nudity or " personal life. It emphasizes the struggle of never bemg
sexualizing her body This image was retr|eved from o comfortable in her own body because of the pree;ustmg
WWW. reverserausm tumblr com. . " o pressures to be What society has designated for her.

This image was refrieved from-,
www.blackwomenconfessions.tumblr.com.

RTTERS

Lif.e'as we know it is.greatly imp'at:ted by the rnedia. So, when.all we see is i31ack women. playing that same old role of the hoochie mama, and we walk down
- down the street and hear a man catcalling a Black woma'n with some sexualiz'ed,slur, ‘we know this to be Iear,ne,d behavior. We know th'at,be,caose of the
media misrepresenting Bla_ck women in every way'poss_ible, there are people that'ar'e going to live their day to day lives believing the media-a_s if it were
'troe. There are pe_op]e that Will_see what's on telévision, Wh_ether that be thei'r favorite. show, movie, mu_sic' video to. their favorite so_ng; and belie\_/e every
last bit of it. Black women are.constantly being shown as’sexual beings. Their bodies and their innacence has been'stripped away from them since
adolescence in this society and no't'muc_h is being done to savo'r‘t,hem. 1 say all of this to sa\'/ that representation matters: The‘intersections of race and
gender are things that a Black woman cannot escape. Those two things follow her wherever she goes and still her voice is something of the unheard. | ‘ )
chose this topic for this project to raise awareness around the subject matter and hopefully educate others so the hyper sexuallzatlon of Black women can
come to an end. Esomonu said it best " Black women should not be generallzed as hypersexual because it is neither true nor moral to create sucha general
perspective. Black women are neither your sexual experlments to conquer nor the sex-driven humans that such a stereotype portrays us, to be” (1.
Representation reaIIy does matter.
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