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PRINCESSES AND
SUPERHEROES

A Look At Gender Socialization by Tiara Fore

CHILDREN AND THE MEDIA

CHARACTER
TRAITS
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themselves. NEED SOMEONE TO SAVE THEM.

PRINCES AND PRINCESSES

RACISM & COLORISM

So often, people of color are depicted
as angry, dangerous, and all around bad
people.

So, it was a joy to learn that there would be a black princess
getting her own movie and joining the lineup of Disney
princesses with Princess and The Frog. However, it was a
disappointment to learn that she was a frog for majority of
the movie. Black girls are already not valued enough in our
society and so often compared to animals with attachments
to racist connotations. So, for them to dwindle a whole
person down into just an animal is upsetting. It makes
young black girls believe that they are not seen as worthy of
being seen as a person, weather that was the intention or
not.

Princess Demographics Pie Chart
by Buzzfeed




AFFECT ON CHILDREN

Male superheroes usually show more of the
manly character traits as stated before.
They don't often show their true emotions
due to having to portray the image of being
a hero to everyone. There is no room to be
vulnerable. Since, children so often aspire to
be like superheroes because of how they
carry themselves, it makes them mirror
those traits onto themselves.

SUPERHEROES

THE CHANGE

"Boys who watched more
superhero media had higher rates
of playing with pretend weapons,
as well as higher rates of playing
in stereotypically male ways (play

wrestling, for example, versus
playing dress-up)."

(PAPPAS)

While there is still a lot of work to be done when it comes to how characters are portrayed in media for children, there has been some

improvements.

"A Black women and girls can
see in a major studio movie

In Black Panther, there is an elite
military force of women called the

the fictional country of Wakanda.
There is also a young black girl

named Shuri who is the head of all
of their technological advances.

that their contributions matter,
both in the work that the
Dora Milaje who protect their king in characters do and in the fact
that these actors made it to
this level of the Hollywood
stratosphere." (Reed)

In Iron Man 3, we see a well known superhero, Tony Stark as Iron
Man, showing more vulnerability than ever previously shown
before in superhero movies. We see him feel a whole range of
emotions from scared to panicked (it doesn’t sound like a lot, but
it is for these movies). We also see him learn from his mistakes
and grow from experiencing and processing these emotions.
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